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In the framework of the so-called nanoBasque initiative of the Department of Industry, Trade, 

and Tourism of the Basque Government and the Spanish Consolider-Ingenio program, the 

Nanoscience Cooperative Research Center (CIC) nanoGUNE Consolider has been opened 

recently with the mission of addressing both basic and applied nanoscience world-class 

research for the competitive growth of the Basque Country. In this talk, I intend to give an 

overview of the current status of this challenging project, which we call 'the big challenge of the 

small' not only because it refers to the science of the small but also because it represents a big 

challenge for a small but successful region that is currently aiming at becoming an innovation 

reference in Europe. 
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